RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL SPILL EMERGENCY PROCEDURES

RESEARCH LABORATORIES

I.  MINOR SPILLS:  Less than 100 microcuries of activity and/or 5 mR/hr at 1 foot

	a.
	NOTIFY
	Notify individuals in the area that a radioactive spill has occurred. 

	b.
	PREVENT THE SPREAD
	Cover the spill with absorbent paper. 

	c.
	CALL FOR HELP
	Report incident to the Radiation Safety Office (352) 392-7359 or (352) 392-1589.  If possible have someone not involved in the spill make the report.  In the event the Radiation Safety Office cannot be reached, utilize the Emergency Call List (below).

	d.
	CLEAN UP
	Use disposable gloves (and long handling tools for high energy beta’s and gammas).  Do not spread contamination – use absorbent paper and carefully wipe spill from outside to inside.  Insert into a plastic bag and dispose all waste in a radioactive waste container. Include all other contaminated materials such as disposable gloves.

	e.
	SURVEY
	If using an isotope other than a low energy beta emitter, use a survey meter and check the area around the spill, your hands, shoes, and clothes for contamination.  A swipe survey shall be performed to demonstrate that decontamination results are below the University of Florida limit of 100 dpm/100 cm2.


II.  MAJOR SPILLS:  More than 100 microcuries of activity or 5 mR/hr at 1 foot or personal contamination

	a.
	CLEAR THE AREA
	Notify all individuals not involved in the spill to vacate the room.  These people shall remain near the room to be checked for contamination.

	b.
	PREVENT THE SPREAD
	Cover the spill with absorbent material, but do not attempt to clean it up.  Confine the movement of all potentially contaminated personnel to prevent the spread. 

	c.
	CALL FOR HELP
	Notify the Radiation Safety Office (352) 392-7359 or (352) 392-1589 immediately.  If possible, have someone not involved in the spill make the notification.  In the event the Radiation Safety Office can’t be reached, utilize the Emergency Call List (below).

	d.
	SHIELD THE SOURCE
	Shield the spill if possible, but only if it can be done without further contamination or without significantly increasing your radiation exposure.

	e.
	CLOSE THE ROOM
	Leave the room and lock the door(s) to prevent entry.  Post a sign “CONTAMINATION, DO NOT ENTER Until Cleared by Radiation Safety.”

	f.
	PERSONNEL

DECONTAMINATION
	Contaminated clothing should be removed and then stored for evaluation by the Radiation Safety Office.  If the spill is on the skin, flush thoroughly and then wash with mild soap and lukewarm water.  Proceed to decontaminate and survey under the direction of a Radiation Safety Office representative.

	g.
	FACILITY  

DECONTAMINATION
	· Upon direction of the Radiation Safety Office, proceed to clean up spill and survey as in I.d. and I.e. (above).

· Shoe covers should be used to prevent personal contamination.

· Both body and extremity badges may be required.


RADIATION CONTROL DEPARTMENT EMERGENCY CALL LIST

(call in order until one person is notified)

                  Days (8:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.)            Office Phone            Work Cell                Nights / Weekends / Holidays                 
	Radiation Safety Office

Susan Stanford
Jabari Robinson
	(352) 392-7359
(352) 392-7359

(352) 392-1589
	       -------

(352) 260-3133
(225) 571-7498
	-------

(865) 742-7336
(225) 571-7498

	Les Hines
	(352) 392-1589
	(352) 246-0019
	(352) 246-0019
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